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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication: an original application filed 5 August 2002, 
with acknowledgement of foreign priority date of 23 August 2001. 

2. Claims 1-18 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1,15, and 18 are 
independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by King by US 
Patent No. 6,948,090 (hereinafter '090). 

As to independent claim 1, "An interconnecting device which interconnects 
communication in a computer network to which plural communication devices connect, 
comprising:" is taught in '090 col. 2, lines 42-44 (note the 'interconnecting device' is 
interpreted to have the same meaning as 'processing unit'); 

"a first holding unit which holds a memory storing thereon device identifiers" is 
shown in '090 col. 3, lines 52-56; 

"a reading unit operatively connecting to said first holding unit said reading unit 
reading a first device identifier of a first communication device of the communication 
devices, which is allowed to communicate in the computer network, from the memory held 
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by said first holding unit" is disclosed in '090 col. 2, lines 44-46 (Note the first communication 
device is interpreted to have the same meaning a 'portable storage device, i.e. smartcard' this 
interpretation is from applicant's specification paragraph 0031. ); 

"and; a setting unit operatively connecting to said reading unit, said setting unit 
setting a communication setting of the computer network to allow the first communication 
device identified by said first device identifier to communicate in the computer network" is 
taught in '090 col. 2, lines 46-49. 

As to dependent claim 2, "wherein the memory unit stores therein the encrypted 
first device identifier and the interconnecting device further comprising a decoder 
connecting to said reading unit, which decodes the encrypted first device identifier read by 
said reading unit" is shown in '090 col. 1 1, lines 29-65. 

As to dependent claim 3, "wherein said setting unit sets the interconnecting device to 
allow the first communication device identified by the first device identifier to 
communicate in the interconnecting device" is disclosed in '090 col. 12, lines 9-49. 

As to dependent claim 4, "wherein said setting unit further sets a bandwidth, in the 
interconnecting device, of communication of the first device communication device 
identified by the first device identifier" is taught in '090 col. 9, lines 28-49. 

As to dependent claim 5, "further comprising a transmitting unit which transmits 
the first device identifier to another interconnecting device, connecting with the 
interconnecting device, thereby to allow the first communication device identified by the 
first identifier to communicate in the other interconnecting device" is shown in '090 col. 13, 
line 65 through col. 14 line 29. 
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As to dependent claim 6, "wherein the other interconnecting device connects the 
computer network and another computer network, and said transmitting unit transmits 
the first device identifier to the other interconnecting device thereby to allow the first 
communication device identified by the first identifier to communicate in the other 
computer network" is shown in '090 col. 4, lines 28-49. 

As to dependent claim 7, "further comprising a transmitting unit operatively 
connecting to said setting unit and transmitting the first device identifier to a management 
apparatus of the computer network which manages the computer network to allow the first 
communication device identified by the first device identifier to communicate in the 
computer network" is taught in '090 col. 9, lines 28-49. 

As to dependent claim 8, "further comprising a second holding unit operatively 
connecting to said reading unit and holding a memory, wherein said reading unit reads a 
second device identifier of a second communication device of the plural communication 
devices, which is allowed to communicate in the computer network, from the memory held 
by said second holding unit; and said setting unit sets the communication setting of the 
computer network to allow the second communication device identified by the second 
device identifier to communicate in the computer network" is shown in c 090 col. 13, line 65 
through col. 14 line 29. 

As to dependent claim 9, "wherein said setting units sets the interconnecting device 
to allow the first communication device identified by the first device identifier to 
communicate in the interconnecting device, and sets the interconnecting device to allow the 
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second communication device identified by the second device identifier to communicate in 
the interconnecting device" is disclosed in '090 col. 13, line 65 through col. 14 line 29. 

As to dependent claim 10, "further comprising a first connection port to which the 
first communication device connects and a second connection port to which the second 
communication device connects, wherein said setting unit set the interconnecting device to 
allow communication of the first communication device at said first connection port and 
the second communication device at said second connection port" is taught in '090 col. 9, 
lines 4-49. 

As to dependent claim 11, "wherein said setting unit further sets a bandwidth of 
communication at both said first connection port and said second connection port" is 
shown in '090 col. 9, lines 4-49. 

As to dependent claim 12, "further comprising: a storage unit which stores therein a 
device identifier of at least one communication device, the device identifier allowing the 
communication device to communicate in the interconnecting device; and a communication 
controller connecting to said storage unit and restricting access to the interconnecting 
device from a communication device which is not allowed to communicate in the 
interconnecting device, based on the device identifier stored in said storage unit" is 
disclosed in '090 col. 12, lines 9-16. 

As to dependent claim 13, "wherein said setting unit stores in said storage unit the 
first device identifier read from said reading unit so as to allow the first communication 
device identified by the first device identifier read from said reading unit to communicate 
in the interconnecting device" is taught in '090 col. 13, lines 10-32. 
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As to dependent claim 14, "further comprising a plurality of connection ports to 
which a plurality of communication devices connect respectively, wherein said storage unit 
stores therein a device identifier of at least one of the communication devices, the device 
identifier allowing the communication device to communicate at a corresponding 
connection port out of said plurality of connection ports, which correspond to a plurality of 
communication devices respectively" is shown in '090 col. 9, lines 28-44. 

As to independent claim 15 "A computer readable medium storing thereon a 
communication setting program for a interconnecting device, which sets a communication 
setting of a computer network, the program comprising:" is taught in '090 col. 2, 
lines 42-44; 

"a reading module which allows the interconnecting device to read a device 
identifier of a communication device, which is allowed to communicate in the computer 
network, from a removable nonvolatile memory" is shown in '090 col. 3, lines 52-56; 

"and a setting module which allows the interconnecting device to set a 
communication setting of the computer network to allow the communication device 
identified by the device identifier to communicate in the computer network" is disclosed in 
'090 col. 2, lines 45-49. 

As to dependent claim 16, "wherein said setting module sets the interconnecting 
device to allow the communication device identified by the device identifier to communicate 
in the interconnecting device" is shown in '090 col. 12, lines 9-49. 

As to dependent claim 17, this claim is substantially similar to claim 5; therefore it is 
rejected along similar rationale. 
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As to independent claim 18, "A communication setting method of the computer 
network by the interconnecting device, which interconnects communication in the 
computer network, comprising steps of:" is taught in '090 col. 2, lines 42-44; 

"holding a memory, reading from the memory a device identifier of a 
communication device, which is allowed to communicate in the computer network 5 ' is 
shown in c 090 col. 3, lines 52-56; 

"and setting a communication setting of the computer network to allow the 
communication device identified by the device identifier to communicate in the computer 
network" is disclosed in '090 col. 2, lines 45-49. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3842. The examiner can normally be reached from 6:00 am to 2:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571) 272-3799. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ellen. Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2134 
10 February 2006 
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